Congress of the United States

Washington, BDE 20515
September 3, 2025
The Honorable Donald J. Trump The Honorable Linda McMahon
President Secretary
The White House Department of Education
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW, 400 Maryland Avenue SW,
Washington, D.C. 20500 Washington, D.C. 20202

Dear President Trump and Secretary McMahon,

We write to express our deep concern regarding the Administration’s refusal to defend the Hispanic-Serving
Institution (HSI) grant program. Hispanics are the second-fastest growing minority population in the United
States, increasing 23% between 2010 and 2020." As this population expands, so too does the need for strategic
and consistent investments in higher education. Today, more than 600 colleges and universities are designated
as HSIs, representing nearly one-fifth of all higher education institutions and graduating two-thirds of Hispanic
students nationwide.*

Since 1998, HSI grants have played a pivotal role in ensuring that Latino and Hispanic students receive the
resources and support necessary to succeed academically. Not only are these programs vital for improving
educational outcomes and closing achievement gaps, but their impact extends into workforce development, with
graduates filling critical roles in industries, such as healthcare, education, and technology. For a college or
university to qualify for HSI designation, at least half of the student body must be low-income, in addition to
the requirement that a quarter be Hispanic, ensuring that this funding is supporting colleges and universities that
serve first generation, low-income students. As a result, the HSI grant program has a long history of bipartisan
support under multiple administrations and through congressional appropriations, with funding reaching a
record $350 million in Fiscal Year 2024.*

In Nevada, HSI grant programs are not just a resource; they are a lifeline. HSIs throughout the State, including
the College of Southern Nevada (CSN), Nevada State University (NSU), Truckee Meadows Community
College (TMCC), the University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV), Western Nevada College (WNC), and the
University of Nevada, Reno (UNR), collectively educate thousands of students, with Hispanic/Latino
enrollment levels at many campuses between 35%-45%.> HSI designation and funding enriches the experience
for all students, staff, and faculty, by allowing these institutions to expand capacity, strengthen student services,
increase STEM opportunities, and provide advising and counseling for first-generation and low-income
students. For example, HSI funding has enabled UNLV to launch the HSI Resource Hub, a national platform
that brings together STEM faculty to share best practices and advance scientific innovation and global
competitiveness. °

The Administration’s decision not to defend the HSI program is deeply troubling and jeopardizes decades of
progress. Weakening or eliminating this program would strip students and staff of essential resources and stall
efforts to build an educated workforce prepared to meet the demands of our economy. We urge the
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Administration to recognize the indispensable role of HSI grant programs in promoting educational success and
economic mobility for underserved students and reaffirm its commitment to protecting this critical lifeline.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. We look forward to your response
and working together to ensure the continued success of HSI grant programs and the students they serve.

Sincerely,
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Member of Congress Member of Congress



