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Letter from the President

On behalf of the Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities (HACU), 
thank you for participating in our 19th Annual National Capitol Forum on Hispanic 
Higher Education. Since our last Capitol Forum gathering, there have been 
significant challenges in assuring that equitable federal funding for Hispanic-
Serving Institutions (HSIs) is attained, yet there is still a long way to go in meeting 
the demands of a growing Hispanic college-age population.

The recent FY 2014 appropriations bill signed by President Obama provided a 
few reasons for optimism that education is moving higher on the list of legislative 
concerns. Slight increases to the Title V and Pell Grant programs were welcome, 
as was the $20 million set-aside for the new First in the World Fund. Last year’s 
Hill visits by Capitol Forum participants were effective in getting a record number 
of Members of Congress to include programs like these in their budget requests.

The recently passed Farm Bill also reauthorized programs that support HSIs and 
Hispanic-Serving Agricultural Colleges and Universities (HSACUs) and added a 
new competitive grants program for Hispanic agricultural workers and youth that 
had been proposed and advanced by HACU. We now need to work on ensuring 
that these programs are funded in the FY 2015 appropriations process. 

These successes, however, should serve to further galvanize our advocacy 
efforts. We need to speak clearly and together on behalf of our institutions, 
our students, and our future to reaffirm support for HSIs and Hispanic higher 
education success as a national imperative.

We are pleased to have respected representatives of associations, institutions 
and organizations that share our mission of increasing access to higher education 
for Hispanics with us to provide their insights. Their contributions to our Forum will 
make our Capitol Hill visits much more effective in making the case for increased 
funding for education.

I hope you can join us Monday evening for the HACU Alumni Association (HAA) 
Reception, where you can meet and mingle with former HACU interns and 
scholars. These young leaders and professionals are the reasons our mission 
to champion Hispanic higher education success is so important. Your presence 
today demonstrates the value you place on higher education as a public good 
and on the educational progress of Hispanics in particular. We are also very 
grateful to our partners and sponsors, whose generous support helps make this 
19th annual Capitol Forum possible.

Cordially,

Antonio R. Flores
President and CEO



Letter from the Chair

Welcome to the Capitol Forum.

As Chair of HACU’s Governing Board, I am pleased to welcome you to the HACU 
National Capitol Forum. Your time here will be well spent, especially during our 
Capitol Hill visits on Tuesday when we have the opportunity to make our case for 
Hispanic higher education directly to decision-makers.

These visits are crucial to preserving and increasing funding for Hispanic-
Serving Institutions (HSIs) across the country. We cannot allow the recent 
legislative advances to lull us into complacency: getting our programs authorized 
(or re-authorized) is only half the battle. Without appropriations for them, these 
programs remain empty promises. No one knows better than we who are 
committed to guiding Hispanic students through postsecondary education how 
much of a difference a well-crafted and adequately-funded program can make to 
our students.

Despite progress in recent years, HSIs on average still receive only 69 cents 
for every federal dollar (per student) allocated to other institutions of higher 
education. With achievement and attainment gaps persisting and the primary 
and secondary student populations becoming increasingly Hispanic, our nation’s 
future increasingly depends on assuring that Hispanic Americans are fully 
prepared to take their place in the global economy.

I look forward to working side-by-side with you at the Capitol Forum to effect 
positive change for our students!

Sincerely,

Jorge Iván Vélez-Arocho
HACU Governing Board, Chair
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Puerto Rico, President
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Agenda

Join the Conversation #HACU14

Monday, April 7 

Tuesday, April 8 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Grand Ballroom Foyer (B Level) 
Registration/Information/Cyber Cafe

9:00 - 10:00 a.m. London I (B Level)	
US Department of Agriculture (USDA) Listening Session
A public meeting for stakeholders regarding NIFA’s Hispanic-
Serving Institutions (HSIs) Education Grants Program will include 
a presentation on the impact of the program. A listening session 
for open comments will follow. The feedback will help to identify 
priorities for new grant programs and/or to modify priorities for 
existing grant programs, as described in their Requests for 
Applications (RFA).

10:00 - 11:30 a.m. London II (B Level)	
Pre-Conference Workshop - Federal Funding Opportunities 
Join us for a pre-session workshop to learn about important 
funding possibilities for your college or university. This session will 
include experts from federal agencies that work on grants and can 
help provide additional information about funding opportunities.

Noon - 1:30 p.m.	 Grand Ballroom (B Level)	
Opening Lunch Plenary  
Hispanics in the STEM Fields: Policies that help HSIs get 
more Hispanics to obtain STEM degrees 
This session opens the Capitol Forum by exploring the current 
political environment and how it will impact HSIs and Hispanic 
students’ success in the STEM fields from cradle to career.                                                                            
  
1:30 - 1:45 p.m.  
Break

All events will take place at the Washington Marriott at Metro Center unless otherwise noted.  
(Agenda Subject to Change.) 

1:45 - 3:00 p.m. Grand Ballroom (B Level)
Early Afternoon Session - Key Legislative Proposals in the 
113th Congress: Authorization Bills
You will learn from experts on Capitol Hill and other Washington 
insiders about important legislation that will impact HSIs: HEA 
and ESEA.

3:00 - 3:15 p.m. Grand Ballroom Foyer (B Level)
Coffee Break

3:15 - 4:30 p.m. Grand Ballroom (B Level)
Late Afternoon Session - The Budget’s impact on HSIs: 
Appropriations for FY 2015
This session will focus on the appropriations process and help you 
prepare for your Hill meetings, where you will advocate for funding 
for your own HSI. Learn how the budget will impact your university.

4:30 - 5:00 p.m. Grand Ballroom (B Level)
Questions and Answers for Legislative Hill Day

5:00 - 6:00 p.m. London I ( (B Level)
Student Advocacy 101
A session offered for students participating in delegation visits to  
Capitol Hill.

6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Location TBD
HACU Alumni (HAA) Reception
Proceeds from the HACU Alumni Association (HAA) Reception
will benefit the HAA Scholarship Fund. Attendance is $15 for 
Capitol Forum attendees, $10 for HACU alumni and $5 for HACU 
National Internship Program participants and students.

8:00 a.m. - Noon Grand Ballroom Foyer (B Level) 
Registration/Information/Cyber Cafe

8:00 - 8:30 a.m. Grand Ballroom (B Level)
Breakfast	

8:30 - 9:00 a.m. Grand Ballroom (B Level)
Questions and Answers for Legislative Hill Day (Logistics) 	

9:00 - 10:15 a.m. Grand Ballroom (B Level)	
Plenary: Immigration Reform and other Hispanic Legislative 
Priorities for the Second Session of the 113th Congress  
This session will allow participants an opportunity to hear about 
current goals for legislative action that support Hispanic students 
at the K-12 and postsecondary levels.

10:15 - 11:15 a.m. Grand Ballroom (B Level)
Questions and Answers for Capitol Hill Overview
HACU’s Legislative Priorities and Capitol Hill Procedures
This session will provide an opportunity for participants to learn 
about procedures and protocol to be as effective as possible in 
advocating for HSI priorities. There will be an opportunity to ask 
questions to prepare for Capitol Hill visits.
Boarding of Buses begins at 11:15 a.m. (Box Lunches Provided)

11:30 a.m.
Hotel Lobby	
Buses Depart for Capitol Hill Visits 
(One-Way Transportation)	

Noon - 4:00 p.m.	
Capitol Hill Visits (Varied Locations)

4:30 - 5:15 p.m.
121 Cannon House Office Building 
Post-Capitol Hill Debriefing - Special Topic Session
	
5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
2168 Rayburn House Office Building (Gold Room)	
Capitol Hill Reception: Honoring our Champions		   
in Congress
Join the leadership of the Hispanic higher education community and 
our corporate, federal and community partners for a Closing Capitol 
Hill Reception to Honor our Champions in Congress. Network with 
colleagues, congressional staff and Members of Congress.



ENROLL NOW! 
For more information, call: 1-888-SISTEMA (747-8362)
Visit us at: 514 V Street NE, 2nd Floor, Washington, DC 20002

Turn Your 
Passion Into 
Your Career

AWARDS & 
RECOGNITIONS
n Culinary Event of the Year Award 

by SKAL International (2013)

n  Quality Summit Award 
(New York, 2008)

n  Best Hotel Management 
Colleges & Universities 
(US News, 2007)

n  World Quality Award 
“Commitment” (Paris, 2006)

n  International Quality Crown Award 
“Total Quality-Diamond Category” 
(London, 2005)

n  Puerto Rico Hotel & Tourism 
Association “Allied Member 
of the Year” (2005)

n  Quality Star Award 
“Leadership in Tourism” 
(Madrid, 2004)

New Associate’s in Culinary Arts

OPENING DOORS TO EDUCATION FOR MORE THAN 60 YEARS

Capital Area Campus  

www.suagm.edu/capitalareacampus

Our Program: 
n
 Offers an innovative curriculum that will give 
students the skills necessary to advance in 
the culinary field 

n
 Has flexible schedules 

n
 Awards credits for work experience

n
 Transfers credits and degrees from 
foreign universities

Admissions Requirements:
n
 High School Diploma, GED or its equivalent

n
 Health vaccination certification for applicants 
younger than twenty-six (26) years

Financial Aid:
n
 Financial Aid is available for students who qualify

Accredited by:
n
 Accreditation Commission for Programs in 
Hospitality Administration (ACPHA)

n
 American Culinary Federation (ACF)

n
 Middle States Higher Education Commission

Licensed by the Distr ict of Columbia Education Licensure Commission



Capital Area Campus  
11006 Veirs Mill Road, Wheaton, MD 20902

Acreditada por: Middle States Commission on Higher Education 
Autorizada por: Maryland Higher Education Commission

 

 

NUESTRO PROGRAMA ES:
•	 Bilingüe	(español	e	inglés)
•	 Flexible	y	conveniente
•	 Para	adultos

Tu solución 
está aquí...
En el Sistema Universitario Ana. G Méndez te 
ofrecemos la oportunidad de cambiar tu realidad.  

     Hablamos tu idioma
     Te ayudamos a mejorar tus destrezas en 

inglés y español 
     Validamos tus credenciales del extranjero

Somos el único programa universitario en el área 
metropolitana de Washington D.C. que es bilingüe, 
flexible y exclusivo para estudiantes adultos.

ANA	G.	MÉNDEZ	ABRIENDO	PUERTAS	A	LA	
EDUCACIÓN	POR	MÁS	DE	60	AÑOS.

Llámanos al 800-854-8181 
visítanos en www.suagm.edu/maryland 

✓
✓

✓

OFRECEMOS: 
•		Grados	Asociados	
•	 Licenciaturas/Bachilleratos
•	 Maestrías



Union County College
is the proud recipient of

two Title V Grants:
� LEAP (Learning Enhanced

through  Accelerated Paths)
� Improving the Pipeline in 

STEM Teacher Education
And, Union County College  offers more

than 75  programs of study with day,
evening  and online courses.

To apply, call
908.709.7000 
or visit us at 
www.ucc.edu

HISPANIC SERVING  INSTITUTION & PROUD HACU MEMBER INSTITUTION



We can soar to new heights 

together as one.

©2011, 2012, 2014 Southwest Airlines Co.

Southwest Airlines® proudly partners with those who are helping 
to shape our communities all across America. One good deed—
when coupled with another and another and another—can truly 
make a positive difference in our daily lives.

Southwest Airlines Proud to Be the Official Airline of HACU





uiw.edu

Whether you’re looking to start your degree, or complete 
your studies, UIW has a program to help you fufill your 
academic dreams with financial aid to help. At UIW, you’ll 
receive a faith-based, global education from faculty who 
are leaders in their fields and are dedicated to helping 
you become a leader in yours.



Dr. Priscilla Falcón,
Hispanic Studies Professor 

University of Northern Colorado • Greeley, Colorado 80639 • 970-351-2881 • Toll-free 888-700-4UNC

One Of COlOradO’s leading   
researCh Universities

We inspire people to rise to their potential and 
make an impact for the future. UNC is where 
research and learning intersect with life.

•	 For the second year in a row, U.S. News & World 
Report ranks UNC’s online graduate education 
programs among the top ten in the nation

•	 Over 200 undergraduate and graduate programs of 
study, including accelerated programs for working 
adults

•	 Four cultural centers located on campus offer 
opportunities to participate in programs and special 
events

•	 36% of UNC students are first-generation

earn your degree on our main 
greeley campus, denver, loveland, 
Colorado springs or online. visit 
www.unco.edu/future for more 
information. 
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Washington Monthly magazine ranks UTEP among 
the nation’s Top 10 universities: placing the University 
at #7 overall—between #6 Stanford and #8 Harvard.  
And, for the second year in a row, the magazine 
named UTEP #1 among all U.S. research universities 
for serving as an engine of student social mobility. 
Successfully balancing its commitments to access 
and a�ordability and to research and teaching 
excellence, UTEP has become a new public research 
university model.  

We are The University of Texas at El Paso. 
100 years proud, and we’ve only just begun.

TOP 10 NATIONAL UNIVERSITIES

WASHINGTON MONTHLY 2013

 
#

RANKED IN THE
TOP TEN NATIONALLY 

TOPTEN.UTEP.EDU

500 W.  UNIVERSIT Y AVE.  •  EL PASO, TX 79968
915-747-5000  •  UTEP100YEARS.COM • 

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO



60 years of successful English 
language testing around the world

The Michigan English Language Assessment Battery—MELAB—accurately measures 
the readiness of college-bound students who require an English qualification for admission 
purposes. 

HACU member organizations that recognize the MELAB can admit international students 
knowing that they possess the language ability to succeed at the collegiate level. A growing 
number of universities recognize the MELAB as an alternative to the TOEFL® or IELTS™, often 
collaborating with CaMLA to set their own cut scores.

The MELAB is relevant to college and 
university admissions

• Specifically designed for admission to North 
American institutions

• Administered only at CaMLA-authorized 
test centers

• Scored by trained and certified CaMLA 
raters

• Official scores are reported directly to the 
institution

The MELAB provides a complete 
assessment of English language 
proficiency

• Exam tasks provide opportunities for test 
takers to demonstrate both receptive and 
productive language skills

• Part scores and overall score reflect test 
takers’ true language abilities and readiness 
for undergraduate or graduate studies

• MELAB scores are also used for certification 
of English proficiency by various 
professional and licensing organizations

For more information about the MELAB, visit www.CambridgeMichigan.org/melab 
or email CaMLA directly: info@cambridgemichigan.org

HACU members get 
a 10% discount on 
CaMLA board fees



About CaMLA
CaMLA is a not-for-profit collaboration between the University of Michigan and the University 
of Cambridge, two institutions with long and distinguished histories in the field of language 
assessment, teaching, and research. Its mission is to offer a comprehensive and flexible set of 
the highest-quality products and services to help educational, governmental, and private-sector 
institutions meet their English language assessment needs.

“For decades, CaMLA’s assessments have provided 
a means for nonnative speakers of English to 
achieve their dreams, and we look forward to 
working with HACU and its members to support 
them in their efforts to champion the success of 
Hispanics in higher education.” 

– Casey Marks, CEO of CaMLA

“Many HACU member institutions reach out 
to students from across the world whose first 
language is not English. CaMLA’s assessments 
can be key in helping these students succeed. 
We’re pleased to partner with CaMLA to offer 
our institutions another tool in assuring student 
success.” 

– Antonio R. Flores, HACU president and CEO

CaMLA and HACU Team Up 
for Education
CaMLA—Cambridge Michigan Language Assessments—and HACU have entered 
into a strategic partnership to increase higher-education opportunities for Hispanic 
college students whose first language is not English.

For more information on how CaMLA can support HACU members, 
visit www.CambridgeMichigan.org or email CaMLA directly: info@cambridgemichigan.org



The AFT represents 1.5 million pre-K through 12th-grade teachers; paraprofessionals and other school-related  
personnel; higher education faculty and professional staff; federal, state and local government employees; 

nurses and healthcare workers; and early childhood educators.

 president secretary-treasurer  executive vice president
Randi Weingarten Lorretta Johnson Francine Lawrence

Reclaiming the Promise  
of Higher Education for All Students

The American Federation of Teachers salutes the 
Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities for 
its ongoing efforts to open the doors of opportunity to 
all students—including DREAMers and their families.

Our 1.5 million members—including those we represent at 25 different 
Hispanic-serving institutions—are proud to stand with HACU in support of 
the many HSI programs that prepare the Hispanic educators of tomorrow.

A high-quality system of public higher education is critical to the health of 
the nation. Higher education that is accessible and affordable by all who are 
qualified helps ensure that all students achieve their full potential, and it is 
essential to the future of the United States as a vibrant democracy and an 
engine of economic opportunity and justice.

   That’s why the AFT is uniting with students, parents, 
    faculty, staff and community partners to reclaim  
       the promise of higher education.  
        Join us at aft.org/promise.

aft.org/promise #ReclaimIt



Join  advocates for the higher education success of the nation’s youngest and fastest-
growing population as we gather in Washington, D.C., to shape and promote an agenda 
for Congress and the country at the annual National Capitol Forum of the Hispanic 
Association of Colleges and Universities (HACU).

Leaders, administrators, students, and staff of HACU-member colleges 
and universities join public policymakers, key federal agency leaders, allied 
organizations, Hispanic-serving school districts, and corporate, community 
and philanthropic representatives at this powerful national platform for 
winning public- and private-sector support for Hispanic higher education. 
Visits to Capitol Hill allow leaders in the Hispanic higher education community 
to interact directly with key members of the House and Senate.

Save the Date • March 23-24, 2015

Washington Marriott at Metro Center    Washington, D.C.
Register online at www.hacu.net

20TH ANNUAL NATIONAL CAPITOL 
FORUM ON HISPANIC 
HIGHER EDUCATION

Early  bird  deadline January 23, 2015.



National Headquarters
8415 Datapoint Dr., Suite 400
San Antonio, Texas 78229
tel: (210) 692-3805
fax: (210) 692-0823
email: hacu@hacu.net

Washington, D.C. Office 
One Dupont Circle N.W., Suite 430
Washington, D.C.  20036

Government Relations
tel: (202) 833-8361
fax: (202) 261-5082
email: govrel@hacu.net

HACU National Internship Program
tel: (202) 467-0893
fax: (202) 496-9177
email: hnip@hacu.net

Western Regional Office
915 L Street, Suite 1425
Sacramento, CA 95814
tel: (916) 442-0392 
fax: (916) 446-4028
email: wro@hacu.net

2014 28th Annual Conference 
October 4, 2014
13th Annual Latino Higher Education Leadership Institute
Sheraton Denver Downtown Hotel  •  Denver, CO

October 4-6, 2014
#HACU14

28th Annual Conference
Championing Hispanic Higher Education Success: 
Investing in America’s Future
Sheraton Denver Downtown Hotel  •  Denver, CO

October 7, 2014
Third Annual Deans’ Forum on Hispanic Higher Education
Advancing Graduate School Opportunities and Success 
for Hispanic Students
Sheraton Denver Downtown Hotel  •  Denver, CO

Calendar of Events

Stay Connected with HACU on  facebook.com/HACUnews and  @hacunews

National Capitol Forum 
March 23-24, 2015

#HACU15
HACU 20th Annual National Capitol Forum
on Hispanic Higher Education
Washington Marriott at Metro Center  •  Washington, D.C.

International Conference 
February 25-27, 2015

#HACU15
11th International Conference
“100,000 Strong in the Americas: Challenges and 
Opportunities for a More Prosperous and Fair Hemisphere”
Hotel RIU Plaza • Guadalajara, Jalisco Mexico 

February 28, 2015
International Symposium
Universidad de Guanajuato 
Guanajuato, Guanajuato Mexico

We need your feedback!
Survey participants are entered in a 
drawing for a free registration to the 20th 
Annual National Capitol Forum on Hispanic 
Higher Education in  Washington, D.C., 
March 23-24, 2015, valued at $400. 

Scan this Code with your Smart Phone to complete an 
online Post-Capitol Forum Survey.

The survey deadline is April 22, 2014.


